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Outline 

• Why forests are important 

• Basic forest statistics 

• Keys to the future 

South Mountain Partnership “Word Cloud” 



Why are public and private forests important? 

They provide critical values and services! 

• Clean water 

• Wood products 

• Recreation & tourism 

• Plant and animal habitat 

• Peace & solitude 

• Scenic and aesthetic beauty 

• Carbon sequestration 

• Human health benefits 
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Future Outlook 

1. Connecting people with forest values & services 

– Awareness, perseverance, and investment 

 

2. Finding solutions 

– Knowledge and understanding, innovation, 

and partnerships 
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620 million acres 
56% privately owned 
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Pennsylvania’s Forests 

• Translates from Latin 

to “Penn’s Woods” 
 

• 16.7 million acres 

(58% of the state) 
 

• Provide a suite of 

uses, values, and 

services 
 

• Vital part of our 

heritage, culture, 

economy and 

environment 
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Individual trees 

Wooded neighborhoods 

The Big Woods 

Farms & Forests 
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Northern Hardwoods Oaks 



Most Common Species 



Age of Our Forests 
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Who Owns PA’s Forests? 

Pennsylvania Forests, 2009  (U.S. Forest Service) 

69% Privately owned 
 

11.8 million acres 
 

(738,000+ Families, individuals, corporate) 

31% Publicly-owned 
 

4.9 million acres 
 

(DCNR, PGC, USFS) 



Public and Private Forest Owners 
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Keys to Maintaining  

Forest Values and Services 

1. Keep forests in forests 

2. Address threats to forest health 

3. Make sustainable management decisions 
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Keys to Maintaining  

Forest Values and Services 

• Planning for growth and development 

• Energy development 

• Forestland/property taxes 

• Estate planning and taxes 

– “Legacy Planning” 

1. Keeping forests in forests 

 



Change in Amount of Forest 
• Generally stable in recent decades 

• Slight decline from 1989 to 2004 

• Slight increase from 2004-2009 

• Long-term USFS projections show increasing population 

and decreasing forests 

More than 8% loss 

2 to 8% loss 

No change 

2 to 8% gain 

More than 8% gain 



Sources of new forests? 
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Importance of trees in 

towns and cities! 

 Promoting conservation 

through restoring tree 

cover in communities 
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Keys to Maintaining  

Forest Values and Services 

2. Addressing threats to forest health 

 
Tree of heaven 

Japanese knotweed 

Mile-a-minute weed 

Gypsy moth 

Hemlock wooly adelgid 

Emerald ash borer 

Chestnut blight 

Beech bark disease 

Sugar maple decline 

Dutch elm disease 

Elm yellows 

Thousand cankers 
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Why are forest health and diversity 

so important? 
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Keys to Maintaining  

Forest Values and Services 

• Woodland planning 

• Forest regeneration 

• Species Composition 

– Oaks changing to red maple and birch 

– Economics and ecology 

• Estate and “Legacy Planning” 

 

3. Making sustainable management decisions 
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PA Private Woodland Owners 

 
• 738,000 owners with 11.8 million acres 

– Average ownership = 20 acres 

– 1 in 6 households own woodland 

• Aver. tenure 7-13 yrs 

• Aver. Age 57 yrs old 

 

 



Numbers of woodland owners and  

size of their properties 
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 Woodland Owner Future Plans 

• 14% plan to sell forestland “as is” 

• 12% plan to establish trusts 

• 9% plan conservation easements 

• 9% plan to subdivide 

 

• 45% plan to let heirs handle it 

• 21% plan to leave forestland to 1 child 

• 36% plan to leave forestland to >1 child 

 

• 57% - It is important to me that my forestland remain in 

the family 

Source: PSU Landowner study  

738,000 

owners 
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Review 

• Why forests are important 

• Basic forest statistics 

• Keys to the future 
1. Keep forests in forests 

2. Address threats to forest health 

3. Make sustainable management decisions 
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Future Outlook 

OPTIMISTIC! 

1. Connecting people with forest 

values & services 

– Awareness, perseverance, and 

investment 

 

2. Finding solutions 

– Knowledge and understanding, 

innovation, and partnerships 
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Thank you! 


