2019 Pennsylvania Forestry Association Annual Symposium

Speakers include:

Ellen Schultzabarger
Pennsylvania State Forester

Margaret Brittingham, PhD
Professor of Wildlife Resources at Penn State

Bryan Burhans
Pennsylvania Game Commission Executive Director

Gene Wingert
Professor of Biology at Dickinson College

Mark Banker
Forest Habitat Specialist, Wildlife Management Institute

Saturday, September 28, 2019 | 8:00 am—4:00 pm
Toftrees Resort and Conference Center, State College, PA
1 Country Club Ln, State College, PA 16803
Register ONLINE at www.paforestry.org or mail in the insert in this magazine!
A hotel room block will be available.

2019 Pennsylvania Forestry Association Annual Symposium
Ellen Shultzabarger is Pennsylvania State Forester / Director of the Bureau of Forestry, and serves as
advocate for the responsible stewardship of forest resources at the state and national level. In this capacity,
she directs urban and community forestry initiatives, manages the protection of all forests (public and private)
from fire, insects, and diseases; and leads the Commonwealth’s Native Wild Plant program and the PA Natural
Heritage Program. She also oversees the management of the 2.2 million-acre State Forest land systems for
the continuous supply of timber, clean water, biodiversity, recreation and environmentally-sound utilization of
mineral resources. Prior to joining the Bureau of Forestry 15 years ago, Ellen worked for the Massachusetts
Division of Fish and Wildlife, Tufts University and the National Wildlife Federation. She attended the Ohio
State University and Tufts University studying natural resources management.
As the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s State Forester, Ellen Shultzabarger, oversees the 2.2 million acres the
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR) Bureau of Forestry manages, conserving native
plants, promoting timber yields and protecting clean water, plant and wildlife biodiversity. Previously she worked on oil and gas
management, restoration, wildlife management and recreation planning as the Bureau’s Chief of Conservation Science and Ecological Resources. She earned a graduate certification in urban environmental planning and policy from Tufts University and a
bachelor’s degree in natural
resources from Ohio State University. Her presentation, “Plants, Wildlife & Forest Management,”
will cover current DCNR efforts on managing our forest resources while accounting for wildlife diversity.

Bryan J. Burhans, Executive Director of the Pennsylvania Game Commission, previously served as
CEO of the American Chestnut Foundation, as part of the National Wild Turkey Federation’s executive
staff, and as a wildlife biologist with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission and the
Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, among other positions. His education includes a
master's degree in wildlife and fisheries biology from Frostburg State University, a bachelor's in wildlife
science from the Pennsylvania State University, and an Associate of Science degree in wildlife technology
from the Pennsylvania State University, DuBois. His leadership roles include working with myriad state
and federal agencies dealing with wildlife and forest restoration, Farm Bill policy, wildlife management,
and state and federal policy as they affect wildlife conservation. He has published more than 75 magazine
and newspaper articles covering hunting and conservation and co-hosted the Wild Turkey Federation’s
top-rated television show, “Get in the Game”
His presentation, “PGC—A Vision for the Future,” will provide an overview of threats and opportunities to
Pennsylvania’s wildlife with a focus on the agency’s vision to address these issues. Discussion will include future visioning of forest management on our State Game Lands, taking a national leadership role in dealing with wildlife disease, and new efforts to
better engage hunters and the general public.

Margaret C. Brittingham, Ph.D. Professor of Wildlife Resources and Extension Wildlife
Specialist at Penn State specializes in avian ecology, effects of shale gas development on forests
and birds, forest songbirds, human impacts on bird population, wildlife habitat management on
private lands and landscaping for birds and wildlife. She completed her Ph.D., M.S., and B.S., at the
University of Wisconsin-Madison and a B.A. at Vanderbilt University. Recently, PennFuture honored
her with its 2019 Woman of Lifetime Achievement in Conservation Award in recognition of her
lifelong work to protect natural resources.
Her presentation, “Providing and Enhancing habitat for Wildlife in your Woods” will discuss forest
habitat and factors that affect habitat quality for birds and other wildlife and practices that landowners can implement on their property. Using the results of her field-based observation and experimental studies, she will discuss the types of birds and wildlife you may find in your woods and conservation priorities that can
guide habitat management.

Gene Wingert is a Professor of Biology in the Science Department at Dickenson College where
he integrates forest management, farmland management, wildlife management and responsible
development as concepts influencing sustainability of our environment for all flora and fauna. He
earned a B.A., and M.Ed. in Biology from Shippensburg University and has taught biology at various
levels for over 30 years.
His specialty and passion focus on autumnal-vernal ponds, potent wellsprings of life. Scattered
throughout every watershed, these inauspicious “woodland hearts" pump out masses of frogs,
toads and salamanders that, by weight, surpass all the birds and mammals in the forests together.
These pond-spawned amphibians are critical links in the forest ecosystem, eating the life teeming in
the richly decaying litter of the forest floor. “Leaf litter might not appear that energetic”, says
Wingert, but a square yard,
decomposed by bacteria, can yield 5 million calories. Amphibians,
feeding there almost invisibly, translate that into flesh which in turn nourishes wild turkeys, raccoons, skunks, snakes, owls, foxes,
bear and others. Sit back and marvel at this secret world in the presentation, “The Wild Life of Vernal Pools”.

Mark E. Banker is a Forest Habitat Specialist for the Wildlife Management Institute (WMI), a small,
mobile, private, scientific and educational nonprofit organization. WMI staff personnel are highly trained and
experienced wildlife science and management professionals, typically working away from the public limelight
to catalyze and facilitate strategies, actions, decisions and programs to benefit wildlife and wildlife values.
Previously, Mark has worked as a Wildlife Biologist for the State of Florida, as a Regional Biologist for the
Ruffed Grouse Society (12 years), for the American Chestnut Foundation, and as a private consultant.
Throughout his career, Mark has worked on habitat projects in every state east of the Mississippi, but now
mostly sticks to PA, NJ and WV. He earned a M.S. in Wildlife Science from Virginia Tech University; his B.S. in
Wildlife and Fisheries Sciences is from Penn State.
His presentation, "Managing Forest Habitat on Private Lands: Many Hands Make Light Work,” will discuss all
the different ways he has ended up partnering to get habitat work done in recent years. He says “When I reflect a little, I've come to successful
solutions in myriad ways with many diverse partners. I'm going to use case studies to
illustrate approaches along with recent pictures of the results.”

Sponsorship Opportunities
We welcome members, friends and business to join us as Sponsors of the Annual Symposium.
 Cherry Sponsor—$1,000—Exclusive Title Sponsor, Includes 10 Complimentary Registrations
 Red Oak Sponsor— $500—Includes 6 Complimentary Registrations
 Sugar Maple Sponsor—$250—Includes 3 Complimentary Registrations
 Friends of PFA—$100 or less (Individuals donating $100 qualify for one complimentary registration.)
For sponsor recognition information or to sponsor, call (717) 319-4638 or email thePFA@paforesty.org

2019 Sporting Clays Benefit
Supporting “Log – a – Load for Kids” and PA Children’s Hospitals
September 27th - Shenecoy Sportsmen Club
5776 Shenecoy Road - McConnellstown, PA 16660

Sponsorship opportunities available!

One round consists of 100 shots at a variety of targets. Any shotgun .410 to 12 gauge may be used. Shot size limited to 7 ½ or 8.
The event is open to the general public and shooters of all ages and capabilities. NEW SHOOTERS are welcomed and encouraged
to attend, no experience necessary. Assistance available for first time sporting clays shooters and those interested in general.

Toftrees Resort and Conference Center—Hotel Reservations: (814) 234-8000
1 Country Club Lane, State College, PA 16803
Special Room Rate $99.00 plus tax | Deadline for reservations – September 6, 2019

2019 Pennsylvania Forestry Association Annual Symposium

Friday, September 27, 2019
Log-A-Load for Kids Sporting Clay Shoot
1:00 to 6:00 PM

Shenecoy Sportsmen Club, McConnellstown, PA

Saturday, September 28, 2019
8:00 to 8:30AM

Registration and Coffee

8:30 to 9:00 AM

Welcome and Announcements

Presentations
9:00 to 9:45 AM

Providing and Enhancing Habitat for Wildlife in your Woods
Margaret Brittingham, Professor Wildlife Resources, Penn State

10:00 – 10:45am

Plants, Wildlife & Forest Management
Ellen Schultzabarger, Pennsylvania State Forester, DCNR

10:45 to 11:45AM

Annual Business Meeting & Award Presentation

11:45 to 1:15PM

Lunch

1:00pm – 1:45pm

PGC – a Vision for the Future
Bryan Burhans, Exec. Director, Pennsylvania Game Commission

1:45pm – 2:30pm

The Wild Life in Vernal Pools
Gene Wingert, Dickinson College

2:45pm – 3:30pm

Managing Forest Habitat on Private Lands: Many Hands Make Light Work
Mark Banker, Forest Habitat Specialist, Wildlife Management Institute

3:30pm – 4:00pm

Election Results, Request evaluations, Depart

Toftrees Resort and Conference Center, State College, PA
1 Country Club Ln, State College, PA 16803

Mail in or register ONLINE at www.paforestry.org!
2019 Sporting Clays Benefit
$80 per shooter until Sept 6th | $100 per shooter after Sept 6th | $ 50 per youth shooter – 15 and younger
Shooter Name: ____________________________________________________________________

$ ________________

Shooter Name: ____________________________________________________________________

$ ________________

Shooter Name: ____________________________________________________________________

$ ________________

Shooter Name: ____________________________________________________________________

$ ________________

Email :_____________________________________________________________________
Clays Benefit Sponsorships: Cherry = $1000 includes 4 Regs.; Red Oak = $500 includes 2 Regs.; Sugar Maple = $250 includes 1 Regs; Hickory $100

Sponsorship Amount:

$ ________________

2019 Pennsylvania Forestry Association Annual Symposium
Name/Names:_______________________________________________________________________________
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________
Phone:______________________________Email:___________________________________________________
Registration includes a continental breakfast, lunch and refreshment breaks. Early Bird Registration is due by September
6. Couple Discount is only offered before September 6. No discount is offered for Youth registration.

Early Bird: #___________X $60.00 (Individual) + # _______________ x$90 (Couple Registration) = $_______________
After September 6, 2019: Individual Attendee

#___________X $70.00 = $_______________

Youth Attendee (Under 12)

#___________X $20.00 = $_______________
Student Donation

$_______________

Sponsorship Amount

$_______________

Total

$_______________

TOTAL DUE: __________________
______ My check is enclosed (Number _________)

______ Charge My Credit Card

Account # _______________________________________________________________________________
Expiration Date: ___________________________________ Security Code : ___________________
Signature: ________________________________________________________________________________
Return to: The Pennsylvania Forestry Association
300 North Second Street, Suite 1002 | Harrisburg, PA 17101
800-835-8065 | www.paforestry.org | thePFA@paforestry.org

